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Primaries and the Nomination.

Several republican statesmen prom-
inent in presidential speculation ob-
ject to having their names used in the
carly state primaries. They may be
influenced somewhat by the fact that
not a great deal of interest is taken
in primaries. As a rule, the vote is
light. So that Mr. A, or B, or C,
submitting his case in that way and
receiving only a qualified indorsement
here and there would not benefit gen-
erally.” :

In this matter the early bird will
not be assured of the nomination.
Nothing is likelier, indeed, than that
when the national convention meets
the issue will still be open. The
nomination must represent the
party’s necessities up to the very day,
as revealed not only in the congres-
sional situation, but in the general
situation. !

The President thinks the opposi-
tion has but one issue—the tariff. The
opposition, not minimizing the tariff,
thinks it has half a dozen other is-
sues. The President thinks he is
ready on the tariff. The opposition
thinks it is ready all along the line.

But, with chaos existing abroad,
and we liable at any time to be drawn
into the turmoil, who may say what
shape the campaign will take? All
the issues now so clearly defined may
undergo a change before June, and
force a platform on the republicans
and another on the democrats un-
considered now.

But, whatever the change as to is-
sues, there would appear to be none
possible as to the democratic candi-
date. Ii for any reason Woodrow
Wilson is not the man, a situation
will arise difficult in the extreme for
both parties to deal with. The demo-
cratic situation would be thrown out
of plumb completely, while the re-
publican situation might fare almost
as badly.

A mild sori of rumor persists that
Mr. Wilson may decline, and a bit
of interesting speculation is built
upon it. What would be the effect
if in the first week in June the re-
publicans made their nomination to
meet the expécted nomination of Mr.
Wilson the second week, and then
have to confront Mr. Clark or Mr.
Underwood as the democratic can-
didate?

The answer to that question is an-
other question. What wounld be the
effect on the general political outlook
if the sky at that time should rain
gold pieces in such quantities voters
became indifferent to everything
else?

Santa Claus Frick.

Henry C. Frick has played Santa
Claus to good effect. The other day
a Pittsburgh bank failed, and among
the depositors were 41,000 school chil-
dren who had been induced to save
their money as an encouragement to
thrift. Their deposits amounted to
$167.136.68 when the bank's doors were
closed. The failure, coming on the
eve of Christmas, cast a deep gloom
throughout Pittsburgh, but Mr.
Frick has dispelled it by anpouncing
that he proposes to make good every
penny of the children's deposits, al-
though there is not the least obliga-
tion on his part to do sa. He held no
interest whatever in the bankrupt in-
stitution, and his assumption of this
obligation is an act of good citizen-
ship which must have a most benefi-
cent effect, not only in Pittsburgh,
but elsewhere. The loss of their sav-
ings would have made the children
chary about trusting their pennies
and dollars to banks, and the saving
habit which was the object of the
Pittsburgh board of education in en-
couraging the systematic deposit of
funds by the youngsters of the
schools would. have been probably
checked. Mr. Frick has earned na-
tional thanks for his act of gener-
nsity.

The country’s agricultural develop-
ment has been such that some sec-
tions of the country regard the
proposition to sax gasoline as a di-
rect thrust at the farmer.

Booms.

There has been a revival in New
Vark of the Whitman boom. For a
time it seemed to languish. Mr. Root
had the call. Then Justice Hughes,
thirough western admirers, was forced
into notice. And Senator Wads-
worth’s name met with some favor.
Not a chirp for months about the
governor. Suddenly a change. The
Whitmanites are again vocal, and
pledges of support are being obtained.
No reason is given for the move-
ment.

For awhile four Ohio booms were
booming. Now there is but one. The
Burton boom outboomed the others,
and the state will go to the republi-
can national convention instructed
for the former senator.

New York takes Ohio’s place. She
is harboring four booms; and all at
present are booming. Will one of
them gevelop so as to put the others
out of.buginess? There is a sugges-
tion 'ﬂni& the state should declare

herself before convention time, and
go to Chicago solidly behind one of
her sons.

So it will go probably until the
convention meets. There will be rises
and falls of booms that have long
been booming. New booms will be
started. It may be that some man,
at this time unconsidered, may, im-
proving an opportunity in Congress,
thrill the country with a speech, giv-
ing him national prestige and a fol-
lowing to be reckoned with.

The situation—the uncertainty—
should prove advantageous to the re-
publicans. It will force activity and
caution in all preliminaries. The
greater will the necessity be appre-
ciated for examining into the merits
of all aspirants, for choosing the
strongest, and then for getting be-
hind him with might and main.

Quite different, of course, is the
democratic situation. But one boom
booms on that side the line. Another
boom—any other—would be a sort of
impertinence. The booming, it is
true, may rise and fall in volume, as
some circumstance seems to tell for
or against Mr. Wilson; but the man
in the White House has his nomina-
tion as good as won. All is over but
the nominating speech. Who will be
chosen to make that?

Lessons in Street Safety.

The plan to employ the Boy Scouts
to instruct the public in the street
crossing rules is an excellent one.
These little fellows have always
proved themselves efficient in such
endeavors and are likely to bring to
a large number of the people the
realization of the need of greater
care in street navigation. They are
diligent and thorough in their work
as a rule, and will not fail to make
their points clear when they under-
take to tell why it is unsafe to cross
between street intersections and why
it is necessary to remember the cur-
rents of traffic at all points.

Many of the street accidents are
due to momentary negligence on the
part of both pedestrians and vehicle
drivers. The mishap usually occurs
in a flash of inattention on one side
or the other. Inasmuch, however, as
the pedestrian is most endangered,
being without protection in a colli-
sion, it is to his interest chiefly to
be on the alert. If he will adhere
to the corner crossing rule and al-
ways observe the fundamental law to
“Stop, look and listen!” he will be
measurably safe. If an accident then
occurs it will be the fault of the ve-
hicle manager.

One of the commonest forms of
street carelessness is the practice of
hurrying across the street to get
ahead of a street car that is just
starting on the opposite side. Pedes-
trians seldom remember that in such
circumstances the vehicular traffic,
blocked momentarily by the standing
car, is getting in motion, under sharp
headway to make the next cormer if
possible before the car stops again.
Consequently there is always the pos-
sibility of a motor coming om at
speed, overtaking the street car and
reaching the crossing just about the
time the hastening pedestrian reaches
the far side of the pavement. In such
circumstances he must either jump for
the curb or back to the car tracks,
unless he keeps his head and stands
still in the narrow space between the
tracks and the motor roadway.

- There need be no danger at cross-
ings if the people will not be in such
a great hurry. With everybody hus-
tling the percentage of peril increases
The great lesson to be learnmed is
that a half minute lost in waiting
for a free and safe passage is a good
investment in security.

Europe’s Christmas celebration was
compelled temporarily to accept Peace
on Earth and Good Will as a theory
and not 2 condition.

Statements that Theodore Roose-
velt will become a candidate might
be modified to read that he -still is
one.

S. Claus has again demonstrated
that he is about the healthiest myth
in the aggregation.

A fine large navy for Uncle Sam
may be among the Christmas gifts of
the future. -

References to “the octopus” as an
influence in American affairs are now
obsolete.

New York the Place.

The bull moose committee will
meet in Chicago next month to name
the time and place for holding the
party’s national convention. Mr.
Perkins insists that the party will
nominate a national ticket, and as-
serts that the old parties will have a
run for their money.

Well, why not hold the convention
in New York? The democrats have
appropriated St. Louis and the repub-
licans Chicago, and New York ought
not to be slighted. Give the little
old town a show.

It has been a long time since the
metropolis was so recognized. In 1868
Horatio Seymour was mnominated
there by the democrats, and badly
beaten. But he had no chance to win.
He was not handicapped by having
received his commission in the great
money center, but by other things.

Only four years before the democ-
racy had declared the war to be a
failure, and six months after the
election the war had been brought to
a triumphant conclusion, The party
had not recovered from that blunder.

Then Gov. Seymour as the demo-
cratic candidate confrontéd a na-
tional hero. Gen. Grant was easily
the most popular man in the coun-
try. Since Mr. Lincoln's death he had
had no rival. The republicans were
enthusiastically behind him, and his
victory was complete.

Let the bull moosers forget that
campaign, and remember only that
their affairs now are in the hands of
a fow, and that the members of the

circles. George W. Perkins, who is
the business man of the concern, re«
sides in New York, and would make
an incomparable master of cere-
monies. The delegates could see the
sights under his guidance, and make
short work of business. Right at
home, he would be able to give the
proper “steer” about everything.

And then Oyster Bay would be in
hailing distance. If any point arose
too knotty even for Mr. Perkins, Mr.
Roosevelt could be called in while
the delégates waited and straighten
out the difficulty.

If there is to be a bull moose na-
tional convention, and it is to repre-
sent a genuine sentiment for bull
moosery, New York is the town for it.
Let the millionaires of Wall street
look on the bull moosers, and let the
bull moosers inspect Wall street, and
then the campaign will proceed the
more satisfactorily.

The Adams County Voters.

About two thousand citizens of
Adams county, Ohio, who were dis-
franchised in 1910 for fraud and ve-
nality have been automatically re-
stored to the roll of voters through
the lapse of their period of suspen-
sion. They were found guilty in 1910
of selling their votes, and after a trial
which disclosed a shocking condition
of corruption among the residents of
the county they were convicted.
Some were sent to prison for short
terms, others were fined and all who
had been proved to have sold their
votes were stricken from the rolls for
five years.

Will these citizens hereafter walk
the strait and narrow path of politi-
cal rectitude? Certainly if there is
anything in the theory of corrective
punishment they will do so. They
have had a definite warning, and they
should profit by it. They missed their
votes at the presidential election in
1912, but that was not much of a loss,
as far as the result was concerned,
for in consequence of the republican
split a few thousand votes more or
less in any state scarcely mattered.
Nevertheless they have been shamed
and humiliated in the public eye, and
if there is any manhood left in them
they will henceforth guard their fran-
chise as a precious possession, not to
be regarded as an object of traffic
and jealously protected in the future
from jeopardy.

The release of the Adams county
voters from the pillory of political
impotence suggests that it would be
well for every state to scrutinize the
laws relating to the subject of dis-
franchisement and ascertain whether
the penalties provided by statute are
sufficient to insure lasting repentance
and good behavior after the first of-
fense.

Solicitude about European opinion
of America is gradually giving way
to concern as to how America may
feel about conditions as they arise.

In Europe the man who can under-
write the loans is recognized as more
important than the one who writes
either the songs or the laws.

Reports of his remarks indicate
that Villa will never be a candidate
for membership in the Association of
Good Losers.

Science has done wonders in con-
quering the heokworm, but the grip
germ remains aggressive and im-
mune.

The fans are enthusiastically in
favor of arrangements to stop the
argument and play ball,

Henry Ford is coming back home
where such a thing as peace is pos-
sible,

A peace ship does very well if it
gets over and back without a mutiny.

SHOOTING STARS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSOXN.

Formidable.
“It a lucky thing for some of us
fellows,” remarked Senator Sorghum,

{“that this Santa Claus person is only

a myth."
“What difference does it make?”
“If he were a sure-enough live one
scattering toys around year after
year he'd build up a political pull that
would make him boss of the entire
map.i‘

Usual Program.
We have our trials as of yore

In spite of ample warning;

Old Santy calls the night before

And the doctor calls mext morn-

ing—

Some men are naturally so growchy
they can make “Merry’ Christmas!”
sound about as cheerful as “that's
good!” in a poker game.

Taking No Chances.

“Did you play Santa Claus at the
Christmas party?”

“Sure,” replied Mr. Cumrox; “l1 had
a fine audience, too. I let it be un-
derstood at the outset that anybody
who didn’t laugh-or applaud wouldn't
get a present.”

Obliged to Lie Low.

“Is there really a Santa Claus?”
asked the little girl. :

“] suppose so,” replied Miss Cay-
enne. "But he is obliged to pretend
that he doesn’t exist. If he were per-
sonally acquainted, there are people
would hold him up by the hour to
find out what was going on in the
other houses.”

Elusive Quantity.
Oh, peace were easy to acquire
If rhetoric which we admire

Could for its maintenance suffice
With generous counsel and advice.

Peace would be swiftly on the way
If when the bands begin to play
All men would hasten to turn eut
And lift a glad harmonious shout.

But peace rests ever, more or less,
Deep in the inner consciousness;
And methods we have yet to find
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WHAT T

E GOYERNMENT IS DOING

While savants and leaders in scientific
thought and sctivity from all of the

countries of Amer-

South American Ica are gathering
Munici = in Washington for
unicipalities. {ne pan-American

Sclentific Congress, to exchange knowl-
edge for the common good, the grow-
ing eo-operation and mutual depend-

virtually street sca or are
being affected by the rise of the auto-
mobile has developed the observa-
u strests are now

are, are
actually perishing in not inconsiderable
numbers rather than to take to the open
country in search of food. The biological
survey officlals belleve that with the con-
tinued increase in the use of automobiles
the sparrow ‘will become much less of &

ence of these nations of the western |pest

hemisphere are emphasized on the civic
side by requests that have just come
to the Department of Commerce from
South American cities for Information
that will assist them in solving some
of their pressing problems.

The first of the requests came from
the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil, and was
for data as to the financial systems
that are being employed successfully
in cities of the Unlted States. Though
Sao Paulo was founded In 1554 it was
of slow growth until near the end of
the nineteenth century. Since then it
has increased rapldly until it now has
a larger population than Washington,
D. C. This rapid growth has brought
problems which its administrators be-
lieve the large sister cities of North
America, established later but reaching
maturity sooner, can assist In solving.

While the Department of Commerce.
through the bureau of foreign and
domestic commerce, was gathering data
for the important Brazilian atate cap-
ital, a request came from Rio de Jan-
eiro, the ecapital of the nation, for ma-
terial bearing on public works and im-
provements, construction laws, admin-
istrative methods and reform move-
ments in the larger municipalities of
this country. In order to comply with
the request of the Brazilian metropolis
as qulckly as possible the Department
of Commerce has sent out a call to
cities of the United States to send their
publications to be forwarded to South
America.

There fis a pronounced tendency in
Brazil, the Department of Commerce
is Informed through its agents, to look
to the United States for ldeas In ecivic
development, as having more in com-
mon with the great southern republic
than any other country.

*
; * %
Islands once consisting of extensive

fields and woodland and sustaining an
important pop-

Vanishing Islands in © ':: :' ion, but
Chesapeake Bay. ... “trne.

mere frag-
ments of abandoned land rapidly melt-
ing away before river currents and
waves, exist In Chesapeake bay as
striking examplea of the forces that
are constantly remolding the face of
the earth. This has heen brought out
by the geological survey in a recently
completed study of an area in the bay
near the mouth of the Choptank river.

Geologists have long taught how con-
tinents are worn down and other land
messes built up by water in all of its
activities from the time it falls as rain-
drops until it sweeps as silt-laden riv-
ers to the sea or is whipped by winds
against the shores. But these changes,
to be readily recognized, must have
taken place over long periode of time.
There has been little quantitative
study. especially in America, of land
actually in the making and the un-
making, so that the recent intensive
survey hy the government's geologists
is practically the first of the kind to
be made In this country.

The opportunitv to make a study of
erosion and sedimentation in Chesa-
peake bay was exceptionally good be-
cause this territory was among the
firsat to hecome known and to be map-
ped in the new world. The first ade-
quate sketch of the mouth of the Chop-
tank river was made as far back as
1670, and showed the general geo-
graphic features in a recognizable
form. Other charts were made in the
eighteenth century, and in 1R4R the
Tinited States coast survey made the
first accurate map of modern type.
In 1900 the coast survey again care-
fully mapped the area on the e
scale as that employed half a century
earlier, and it was by a comparison of
the differences brought out in these
maps that the geologlsts secured the
basic data for their study, which in-
volved still further mapping.

Bharps Island, one of the islands In
the bay at the mouth of the Chontank.
which contained 438 acres in 1848, had
dwindled to 91 acres in 1 ., and now
contains less than 50 acres. Tt was a
flourishing summer resort a_generation
ago, but has now been abandoned. The
geological survey estimates that I_t
will disappear between 1940 and 1956,
Other islands in the area studied, which
contained 975 and 2.015 acres, respec-
tively, in 1848, now have leas than 480
and 1,885 acres. The one, it s esati-
mated, will disappear in 150 and the
other in something more than G500
years, .

Most of the wearing away in the area
under investigation has been from
waves on the bay nmide, and has been
on the higher land, which presented
bluffs of ten feet or moTe to the
encroaching water. The low-lyvine.
marshyv land, protected by the myriads
of roots that zrow through it, has been
worn but slowly.

The soundings made over the water-
covered areas at the period when the
coast survevy maps were drawn dis-
closed the fact that the building-up
process has heen going on in the same
region. Oveér large areas of the bay
as much as six feet of sediment has
been laid down, while what was marsh
a few wenerations ago has fn places he-
come firm ground. The geologista whe
carried nn the survey of land-bullding
and land-destruction in the small area
believe that the results secured are
interesting enough to Warrant a aimi-
lar study of the whole Chesapeake bhay
region.

*
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How living things adapt themselves to
many varying conditlons so as to make

the most of

Wide Spread of the 1‘::‘: :n“"‘d ':::n
English Sparrows. pecome the vic-
tims of other changes that do not at first
slght =eem to congern them at all, is
strikingly shown by the story of the Eng-
lish sparrow In America, as disclosed by
observations of the United States blo-

logical survey.

The birds, brought to the Atlantic coast
f this country wmeveral generations ago,
:pread rapidly all over the land, but stuck
tenaciously to the cities. The spreading
flocks did not stop at International
boundaries, but have been traced by the
survey observers both into Canada and
Mexico. The cold of the former country
has brought about almost a complete
change of habits., The emigrants to
Canada have become more thrifty, build
much warmer nests than their cousins
south of the international line, and have
even taken tb building in hollow trees,
a practice not common among the spar-
rows elther in central and southern states
or in England. The sparrows that have
gone into Mexico, on the other hand, have
taken up their abode among the shady
trees of the town plazas, built light
nests, and lead & distinctly subtropical

“il-'itmn:.ﬁe sparrows in large cities of the
ow n
United States, where they have been

*
Tk &
Btock taking by advocates, in and out
of Congress, of a bill considered last

year that would
Delay in Radium have withdrawn
from the govern-

Conservation. ., ... the radium-

bearing carnotite beds of Colorado and
Utah, has developed the fear that be-
cause of the delay in taking action one
of the greatest humanitarian plans
ever conceived for this government has
now become impossible of realization.
While Congress was in recess with the
question of withdrawing the world's
richest known radium source from pri-
vate entry, the very happening which
it was sought to prevent came about,
and all of the claims known to contain
the valuable ore have passed without
restriction into private hands.

The plan considered in th
year called for the creation ;rabéiic:%i.)t'
of a government monopoly in radium
and the use of the rare element for the
free treatment of cancer through the
twenty-one hospitals of the United
States public health service and in the
naval and army hospitals. The radium
was to be extracted fromn its ores
through experts in the bureau of mines.
It was believed by the advocatea of the
proposed plan, including noted phy=-
siclans and surgeons, that its opeération
would result in relief to thousands of
suffering men and women who now dis
from cancer because their condition is
beyond the reach of ordinary surglical
treatment. In the arguments for the
bill statistics were presented to show
that more than 200,000 camses of cancer
exist In the United States Year in and
year out, the annual deaths from the
malady and the annual quota of new
vi ;:‘ima being about 70,000.

ose Who are mseeing the failur

materialize of their pIa‘n for u.‘xov:rl":l‘:
ment-controlled radlum supply for com-
batting disease are receiving comfort,
however, from the fact that the work
that was to have been done by the bu-
reaut of mines has largely been car-
ried out under itz ordinary powers in
spite of the failure of legislation. With
rll special expenses pald by the Ra-
dium Institute of America, and only
the regular salaries falling on the bu-
reau, the latter has supplied experts
for working out methods of extracting
radium from carnotite, who have suc-
ceeded in cutting the cost of thiz rare
and expensive substance from $120,000
A gram to less than $37,000 a gram—a
gram having approximately the volume
of a gardén pea and requiring nearly
200 tons of carnotite ore for its pro-
ductlor!, In the course of this work the
bureau’s speclalists have perfected
processes that are now being patented
tor‘_dodication to the public,

Whether the development of the ra-
dium deposits of the west, therefore,
are to be carried out on a commercial
or an altruistic baais, the resulting
product will at least be produced at a
price that will give It much wider use-
fulness than if the work of the gov-
ernment bureau had not been under-
taken. The development of the cheap-
ened radium extraction process, coming
at the time of disturbed conditions in
Europe, will, it is believed, result in
the stoppage, to a large extent, of the
shipment of carnotite ore to the old
world, which was in progress before
the beginning of the war, and will act
as A force for building up the increased
production of the finished substance in
th;'? cou rcnltry.

ie radium salts that have been pro-
duced by the bureau of mines in pca-
operation with the National Radium
Institute have been turned over to the
latter organization and have been put
fo use in the treatment of cancer.
What may be expected of the whole
matter of radium treatment of malig-
rant growths is a subject of much dis-
cussion in medical circles, violent-dif:
ferences of “opinion belng expressed.
Those who' are most hopeful of the
radio-active element as a curative
agent, however, point to the fact that
the specialists who have the largest
amounts of radium and who have had
the most experience in its use are en-
thusiastic over Its accomplishments.

L 3
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Through the bureau of education the
Eovernment has just assumed complete
and direct control of

Metlakahtla What has been perhaps
: the strangest civilized
Indians. community in the new
world—the reservation of Metlakahtla
on a group of small islands in msouth-
eastern Alaska. There, since 1857, a
group of Indians, who emigrated from
British Columbia, have lived as the
wards of a lay missionary, William
Duncan, who worked for them in their
old home, was responsible for their
migration, and who since has been,
with the sanction of the United States,
practically thelr “government.”

Tts hands full, because of the thou-
sands of natives to be cared for with
limited funds, the Interior Department
of the United States government was
glad enough to have the Metlakahtlans
so well looked after, and made no in-
terference with the plans of Mr. Dun-
can and their carrying out. Under his
guidance the community prospered
amazingly. The society was adminis-
tered on & communistic basis. Mr. Dun-
can incorporated the Metlakahtla In-
dustrial Company, putting Into it his
personal fortune and allowing the na-
tives to earn shares.

A salmon cannery, a saw mill, a

warehouse, a general store and other
enterprises were put Into operation
and schools and other public buildings
were erected. Progress continued un-
til the advancing age of the commu-
nity's leader became reflected in a loss
of efficiency and the federal govern-
ment felt that It was itg duty to take
charge. Two Yyears ago, on earnest
solicitation of the residents of Met-
lakahtla, who had learned of the mod-
ern schools of neighboring communi-
ties, the federal bureau of education
esgtablished a school in Metlakahtla and
has found the people hungry for
knowledge.
" At the time of the establishment of
the mchool the Iindustrial plants were
allowed to remaln as before, but with-
in the last few months they have been
taken over by order of the Secretary of
the Interfor and are held in trust for
the natives, just as they had been held
before by the personal leader of the
community.

The government has made it clear
that it is not plafining to change con-
ditions, but merely wishes to take up
the work and carry it on. In a recent
proclamation to'the Metlakahtlans Sec-
retary Lane of the Department of the
Interior said that his aim is to make
the properties, “held for the use and
benefit of all the people. mf.'-'lt profit-
able to the whole community.” He has
asked. the United Statea commnilssioner
of education to work out detailed plans
for carrying out this community pro-
gram.

. VILLA'S RETREAT FROM MEXICO.

From the Rt d Times-Dispatch

There is one thifig to fear in this give-
over of Villa. He may be persuaded to
pose for the film or compete on the
chautauqua circult.
From the Birmingbam Ledger.

There is at least one phase of Gen.

Villa's downfall in which he may not
be put down as a lose-out and that is

that he has found his plot, pillage and
plunder policy prodigiously profitable,
to alliterate a’ bit.
From the Et, Joseph Ne-_u-!‘rul.

Now Villa wants to ne| te a peace-

ful residence in the United States. But
Villa is one of the things we will be
better off without.

From the Boston Herald.

But Villa does not say that it is be-
cause he is too 9ro=p_ to fight.

From the Lellrl-m Evening Jourpal.

Villa is leaving Mexico and if hl.n
reception In the United States doesn't
please him he says that he will go to
Europe. Hasn't Europe trouble
enough now?

From the Omaha Bee.

“Pancho” Villa sowsd the wind, but
he isn't at all keen about reaping the
whirlwind,

From the Cumberland Times.

It Villa quits Mexico for good he
may find some difficulty in this coun-
try making a living following his old
calling, which was that of a bandit.

From the Buffalo Commercisl.

According to one of Villa’s wives, he
has declared he would dle sooner than
Maybe he

| come to the United States.

will.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

——————

Soon after the close of the civil war
a heavy movement of emigrants west-
ward began, and &5 a

Indian sonsequenca troubles with
. the Indians were soon ex-

Outrages. p,riencea. In The Star of
December 19, 1865, is the following mc-
count of such happenings:

“Mr, James Luttrell, formerly of this
city, but lately a citizen of Colorado,
has arrived here from that territory
and reports further Indian outrages on
the plains. He came with a party of
forty and, belng well armed, they were
not assailed, but at various points they
found evidences of the terrible barbar-
ity with which the Cheyennes exercisa
thelr hate upon any strdy squads of
emigrants who disregard ths govern-
ment regulations requiring them to
keep together in moving from post to
post. Near Alkall station, on the bor-
ders of Nebraska territory, they burled
the bodies of four men murdered by
the Indians. The victims were in this
case of a party of seven who Impru-
dently separated their wagons from
the main train and were assailed by the
Indians lying in wait. Four of them
stayed by thelr wagons and were
killed, while the other three made thelr
escape to the main train. One of the
murdered men had been thrown upon a
fire and burned by the savages, in re-
venge apparently for his having shot
one of their number,

“The Indians seem to be animated by
pure deviitry in these attacks, as they
do not undertake to carry off plunder
to any extent, but simply murder the
whites, burn their wagons and ham-
string their cattle, A week before this
occurrence a bloody fight came off be-
tween a party of Cheyennes and a de-
tached train, in which twe]ve or fifteen
were killed on each side and the In-
dians were finally beaten off.

“The immense amount of emigration
across the plains may be estimated by
the fact that Mr. Luttrell and party
met no less than 3,000 loaded teams
between Fort Kearney and Denver, a
dizstance of 400 miles. The work on
the Pacific rallroad is in rapld prog-
ress, and its completion is looked for-
ward to with intense Interest by the
people of the territories, who are now
obliged to wagon their supplies under
such immense disadvantages. The fact
of these continued Indian depredations
has proved a serious drawback upon
agricultural pursuits, as the peopls for
security are compelled to cluster in
communities, and are not, therefore,
able to raise their own bread.”

&

* ¥
The day after the explosion at the
arsenal, which killed ten men and in-

jured others,

Investigation of ‘nllmluut was
- held to deter-

Arsensl Explosion. p,un, ‘tne cause

and place the responsibility. The Star
of that day, December 1%, 1866, thus
concludes its report of the investiga-
ti;nrl:

"“The evidence being in, the jury pro-
ceeded to find a verdict In each of the
cases: That the aaid deceased (naming
him If one of the identified or name
unknown if otherwise), while at work
in the arsenal unloading fixed am-
munition (except in the case of Linm,
the teamster), was accidentally killed
by the explosion of the same at about
fifteen minutes of 2 o'clock p.m. on

the 18th instant, and that the jury are
of the opinion that this accident was
caused by the bad packing of the am-
munition, it having been shown by the
evidence that friction fuses have fre-
quently been found loose in the boxes.
It further appears that this ammuni-
tion has been received at the arsenal
from various _sources, =
blame is attached to the o

arsenal, it appearing to satisfac-
tion of the jury that stringent regula-
tions for the government of the labora-
tory always been fully and faith-

fully esrried out, and the deceased was
a poor man and had no means. And
the jury further recommended that a
suitable magazine for the storage of
powder be erected in some sparsely
settled section of the country, t evi-
dence showing that large quantities
of powder and ammunition are on hand
at the arsensl for want of a suitable
building for its reception.”

*
* %
Bills were pending in Congress at this

time fifty years ago for the granting
of the suffrage

Local Referendum  to negroes in
the District,
on Hegm sw' and aroused

great agitation in the local community.
To test the sentiment of the people of
the capital the matter was informally
referred to a public vote, which was
cast December 21, 1865, with an over-
whelming defeat of the suffrage propo-
gition—indeed, an almost unanimous
declaration agalnst negro enfranchise-
ment in the District. In The Star of
December 22, 1865, is the following
news account of the balloting:

“The majority cast against negro suf-
frage yesterday was 6,567 out of a total
vote cast of 6,637. This vote s nearly
double that cast in June last, when
3,064 votes were polled; is 838 more
than were polled at the last mayoralty
election, but is not am large as that
cast in '58 and '60, at the time of the
exclting contests between Messrs, Ber-
ret and Wallach, in 58 the total vote
being 6,805 and in "60 6,991

“At the second precinet polls, seventh
ward, two of the four votes for suffrage
were by mistake, and one of the voters,
after unavailingly insisting on his vote
being taken out of the box, entered his
solemn protest against it being count-
ed. In the same precinct a negro made
his appearance with three tickets and.
offered to vote, when he was challeng-
ed. One individual offered a ticket In
the meventh ward for ‘negro suffrage
in Africa,; but, being told that it would
not count on the side he wished, he de-
clined to deposit it and voted anti.

Notwithstanding this virtually unani-
mous rejection of negro suffrage by
the voters of the Distriet, Congress
passed a law extending the suffrage
here to colored citizens, which Presi-
dent Johneon vetoed. The bill was then,
on the same day as the veto, passed
over the President's disapproval by
both houses and became a law.

PROOF OF IT. .

At this season of the year
The mf:n’ on the streels appesr
With wondrous thinge for sale,
Monstrosities of weird d!l’lm“ce
The merry-making throngs en
To yleld thelr Inr.d-enrnﬂl kale.

A nted monkey on m stick
Thp:ihqhy dear will like—and lick—
Grius at from the pave,
And tn cers, worked by rings,
Skip while each to the other ann
As though thelr lives to save.

Balloons which make 8 raucous Doise
That nfh delights all healthy bors

Are heard on every slde; .
Balloons that simply float on air,
wsphere

11-infliated 5
Lu;n:t”ﬂu:-t! and dip and glide.
The cunni le mouse that squeaks,
The duck 53’":“1., the cart t creaks,
The turtle tightly

i1 "contess
Combl: to make us all com
Th'l-; f-e h?e time for carelessness—

otirselves be 3N
eie T hichmond Times-Dispaten.

FROM MY LIBRARY.

b 4 tr: to think that, as I calmly write
Ai:n:l Homewbere in France” i fiight
To tell the Great Commander of the

tome

h thin weil worn ,
A e France” (hey siamp the clodded

To wlov:rnm 2 well almed thrust sest bome.

Yen, i 1 nd toy with book and s
TI.I: mtm'fa.'m charge fans out, i

“Somewhere im Framee,” this night, they bury

—XNew York Times.
A

THE NEUTRALITY

OF SWITZERLAND ~

Two events of importance of recent
date direct attention to neutral BSwitsee-
land and the Bwiss—the
centenary of Helvetian in-
Elected. dependence, and the elec-
tion of Camille de Coppet president of the
Swiss republic and Edmund Schulthess
vice president. M. de Coppet was the
former vice president and minister of jus-
tics, and accedes to the presidency accord-

ing to the rules.
The president of the confederation and
the vice president of the faderal council
are ths first magistrates of the confedera-
tion. Both are alected by the federal
asgembly in joint session of the national
and stats councila for the term of ene
year, from January 1 to December 31,
and are not re-sligible to the same till
after the expiration of snother year. The
vice president, it ia provided, succesds the
outgoing president, and this wise pro-
the

vision mafeguards the state against

chaos Incident in some republics to sud-
den changes., maintaining thus in office
an official “hold-over” who is famillar
with his duties. The elective system is
2 model of simplicity and economy, and
inasmuch as the republic of the United
States of America may adopt Bwitzer-
land’s military  system—Its national
militia—as a model, it might study with
serious profit ax & model the elective BYS-

tem.
Napoleon, in the act of medi-

In 1803
ation, gave a new constitution, and in-
perpetual neutrall
Switzerland and the Inviolability
her territory were guaranteed by
Great Britain, Port . Prussia
Russia, and the pact which had
been drawn up at Zurich, and which in-
cluded thres new wWas accepted
by the congress of Vienna. The pact re.
mained in force till 1848, when & new

of
Austria,
and

sont. - This T rveded
sen 8 in turn was su
29, 1874, by the msﬁtuuonmnmr in
e
* %

M. Motta, the retiring President of
Switzerland, In & speech at Bern No-
vember 15, proclaimed
A Benevolent the firm will of all,
Neu & ‘l:htt “the policy of
tr.hty’ Switzerland consisted
in a benevolent neutrality toward all,
hutilt the same time a strong army

against all” And Prest 3
e : dent Motta
“A sole Swiss nation exists, a nation
full of uniformity and inspired by
sympathy for the maternal eiviligation
on which it is nourished, but free po-
Htically and feally, aut us
and founded less upon the fecund and
salutary variety of races anll languages
than upon the fundamental unmity of

force.

the democratic will.” b
Switzerland,
deters op "t Desides, depends for the

her neutrall pon -
tional militia whose’ agﬂ?:a ll‘conn-:-
{mlm and universal, the exemption
o which only is physical disability.
Those excused for ﬂ“b'ﬂ”w pay cer-
abllit
extends from the nvmte:’ntlt‘: to the
forty-eighth year: actual mervice com-
mences at twenty. The first twelve
Years “ts Spent in the first line, the
.allte. th'g next eight years in the
‘landwehr” and the remaining eight
years In the “landsturm.” Thers is an
unarmed “landsturm,” composed of
;ll other males between twenty and
Ity whose services may mads
avajlable as non-combatants and duties
g‘ot requiring et physical capacity.
he total combatants for the field

army is 140,000, but Switzerland
mobilize 200,000 asi and.
sturm of 60,000. S5 TN (NS Sui

In order worthily ang effectively
carry out the spirit of lntqr;:tll"un:?
:I:t;lty w}:ilch Switzerlang

er policy it was nece Sary -
sure to heru(ltt‘l solid l.rm;r- we‘ﬂ ::-
ganlzed and ined, Thus, at the be-
Srament had mot Beaitnead oAl wov-
8
ST he miliaty demia'sd {3, mottis
3 heavy bur-
ﬁ.f‘: m‘: the budget of the confedera-
dispatch 1
bty rom gnns: ‘:n this head
Tmrding her neutrality at
his figure s given in an 1 state-
m?ﬂih:o?gmlnt the expense of mo-
g g army and _itl maintenance
. The dispatch adds: “The Swiss treas-

ury estimates tha
continue until it I:u”b:z. g

for two years the monn . o
taining t.{: Bwiss arm :-.1.11 o;! mf::):

370,000,000 to $80,000, Bwitze

000,000, land
l];dlll must find $8,000,000 nunuatfy rlll'l
order to supply the defleit.”

L ]

- &
It was suggested that recourse must
be had to a monopoly on tobacco, u

tax on beer and a re-

M'“u visica of the law rela-
fﬂl’ MI tivr to the military tax.

* I this program was not

accepted by tihe chambers or the peo-
ple it would be necessary to adopt as
a last résort the establishment of a
series of flscal laws on sugar, coffes,
wine, petroleum and other objects of
current consumption. The federal
council, however will not proceed to

this expedient unless all other remediea
fail. .

Switzerland possesses two groups of
people of the races now engaged in
deadly conflict—the German-Swiss and
the Latin-Swiss, and it is not always
eary for the Swiss authorities to main-
tain its wishes in the matter of strict
neutrality. Germanophilism dominates
in northern, esastern and central
Switzerland. 3

Besides the political and military neu-
trality situation, Switzerland is con-
fronted by an economical nsutrality sit.
uation which is as grave as the former.
It has been seen that, surrounded by
combatants, Switzerland has applied
herself with Christian and fraternal
generosity to heal the wounds, as far
as possible, that the belligerents inflict
ong upon the other. Bwitserland, it
may be sald, is the good Samaritan of
nations. .

The French press for some time ac-
cused the Swiss government of & vicla-
tion of her economical neutrality by
furnishing the Austro-German armies
with provisions. The error, accord
to & Swiss writer, appearéd to be
that up to the time of Italy's participa-
tion in the war, it was Italy which
sent an enormous quantity of merchan.
dise to Germany, for which she re-
ceived in exchange a great quantity of
coal. New, merchandise and coal passed
through S8witserland, but the latter, it
was claimed, could not suppress this
trafffc becauss of existing commiercial
treaties.

t-t

Helvetian feeling was aroused against
France because the latter arbitrarily
stopped merchandise

eans Secure from across the sea,
- - . merchandise indis-
Importations. pensable to the in-
dustris]l market of Switserland. France
answered that she had no desire to
famish Switserland. France had sug-

d of
$61,000,000.

=

gested to the federal government tha®
it wouid permit the transit of grain
from Ameriea, etc.

In order to regulate that situation, it
was proposed to establish what was
somewhat i(naptly called a “trust’™
which, in accord with the French and
British governments, a group of Neth-
erland importers undértook to create
an agency in Holland, and which on
the whole was satisfactory. Switzer-
land desired to be furnished with first
matter necessary to her industry and
foodstuffs, and France and England
replied that they were entirely willing
to operate the desired provisioning, but
they must be assured that it would be
consumed on Helvetian territory. “Ali-
ment thelr good friends, ¢ertainly! but
| feed in any way their enemies, impos-
sible!”

The entry of Italy among the bel-
ligerenta modified the conditions of th-
Helvetian provisionment. But France
refused all trafc unless a guaranies
was given that nothing should be r
exported to the central empires. Bwitz-
erland asked In vain that she should be
granted the faculty of re-exportation

on the ground of compensation. The
reply of the allies was prompt snd
precise:

“We will send you all you need; bu!
we refuse that our soll, our agriculturs,
our industry, our railways, ahall serve
in any way to provision our enemies.”

This fiat closed negotiations during
three months. The Tagwacht of Bern
(=ocialist journal), dated August ¥,
opened the question quite unexpectediy
by publishing an arrangement made
with Germany as to re-exportation.

A group of Swiss citizens Interested
commercially in the development of
importations from France and [Ital:
created the “Auxiliary Commercial and
Industrial Society,” and this finally led
to an agreement with France, Great
Britain and Italy on the one part and
Switzerland on the other. Seplem-
ber 22 there was constituted a “Swisa
Soclety of nomical Surveillance.”
which is familiarly abbreviated “S. 8. 8.
And thus the questions of control, com-
pensations, exchange and re-exporta-
tion were solved.

L 3
* *®

The utility of this arrangement was
indicated by the demands for me:-
chandise which flowed

War's Effect in fromall sides, show-
ing the necessities of
On Imports. commerce. Since the

commencement of the war the customs
receipts had fallen off considerably.
From the 1st of January, 1815, to the
318t of July, they had decreased in-
credibly—so eseriously, indeed, that
from an alimentary point of view there
was a real danger. The public ynder
the circumstances was reduested to
moderate its consumption of meat, and
this had already been adopted for the

military.
Many articles are rare in SBwitser-
land, actually; petroleum, sugsr, oil:

the price of living has augmented, The
hotel Industry has suffered greatly.
Tourists from all parts of Europe have
abstained from travel in winter and
summer. At Zurich, for example, the
arrivals of strangers in July, 1915, were
12,885, against 33,886 in July, 1914; at
Lugano, notwithstanding the exodus
from Italy of diplomats and rich Aus-
tro-Germans, strangers in July, 1915.
numbered 2,090, against 8,670 in July,
1914, etc. Not all in Switzerland re-
Eret the general dearth of strangers.
Prof. Seippel writes: “If the agony of
the somber European tragedy did not
hang so heavily over our courts and
our consciences never would it be so
good to live in Bwitzerland as at this
hour, We are a little like a bourgeois
family, which has sent away its pen-
slonnaires and found the charm eof
rivacy. Perhaps there may be a dish

on th® menu, but then how one

in his modest ordl-

e )

Manifestly Seippel is not in
in .economical neutrality nor in the
hotels, “hotelliers” and “hotellieres™ of
Switzerland, who, parenthetically, like
the Swiss soldier, have set the pace—
have become the models for the world,
especially the world In which the hotel
elegant is o shameless misnomer,

The hotel situation In Bwitger in
particularly delicate. Hotellsm I8
national industry and ranks with rail-
ronds and telegraphs. Why thefe is
not a ministry of hotels in Switserland
I do not know. But there will be
doubtless—after the war. Of late years
new hotels—grand hotels—have been
constructed to receive the ever-in-
créasing tide of travelers; these have
not had time to accumulate reserves or
pay off debts. The war was a surpriss
to the happy, good-hearted Swiss,
whose thoughts of the future centered
about rich American and British
guests, rich touring parties, “person-
ally conducted tours,” the augmenta-
tion of tourism and of hotel charges.
There was no crisis in sight two vears
ago, but alas! There is a crisis now,
to say nothing of more to come’

*
* ¥
So much to explain why the federal
authorities are actually considering
how they may save the
To Protect hotel industry without loss
to their creditors. The
Hotels. authorities compre hend
that the fallure of a hotel in Switzer-
land would be a blow at the state, not
only a deplorable Nquidation, which would
resemble a cdrdboard house collapse o
all, ruin indeed of the industry—ruin
to Switserland. Among the many life-
saving plans suggested has been an
appeal to banks to obtain through
them necessary credits and perhaps =«
sort of monopoly—interdicting furthe:
constructions for a period of ten ye@re
This plan has Its opponents, notable in
the architect and the building cente:..
Furthermore it has been suggested 1
create a financial establishment, witn
authority and means with the aid o/
the councillor of the confederation, 1.
“search for remedies to meet the hole!
crisis.”

The railway situation in Switzerland
is delicate. or example, there was =
decrease in receipts from August i

mber, 1814, of 800,000 from
the preceding year; the budget of 1914
presented a deficit of $2,600,000. Among
the suggestions to remedy the evil is
“to diminish the cost of travel 60 per
cent In order to aveid the failure o/
certain rallway lines.”

Another Helvétian industry which has
recelved a very hard blow is that o/
the manufaceture of clocks and watches

Ing | Many of these factories have been com-

pelled to stop or have undertaken i«
produce certain parts of mechanism:
destined for the artillery of the bel
ligerents.

n_the council of state, Beptember 2.
M. Motta, then pretident of the con
federation, drew a somber view w.
Switgerland's neutrality and its cost
The Bwliss people, however, had showu
patriotism; they had taken up arms to
defend the neutrality of the state; they
had subscribed largely to the loans ol
the confederation, and they had voted
the referendum almost unanimously:
they had accepted the war tax on for
tunes and revenues. “Money wounds,
said the rrenldmt, “were not mortal
The people, Iin the presence pf the
mourning and misery which the war
lI:,nrl lﬂﬂicted tmmg other nations, thanlk
rovidence to have protected them.
Switzerland would continue to extend
christianly and generously its mission
of international charity.”

C ILLE-LONG.

From the Philadelphia Press.

The Gary dinner gppears to have been
anything that anybody wants to think
it was,

From the Utica Observer. '

Wonder if thers was any talk at the
Roosevelt-Gary dinner about “soap’
and “fat” to be used in the next cam-
paign?

From the New York World.

Should the colonsl prove unavailable
the Gary dinner statesmen ought to

Herr Hearst. He hates Wilson, ~
From the St. Louls Globe-Democrat.

Mr. Gary does not N to invite Bur-
chards to his dinners. e dinnera are
enough. h

consider the eminent qualifications of | desi

THE COLONEL AND THE GARY DINNER.

From the Pbiladelphls Record,

Is the Commander of the Army of the'
Lord, lately at Armageddon, negotiat-
ing a surrender to the enemy?

From tbe Jacksooville Times-Unlon.

Wonder if Teddy will take another
cup of coffee next year.
From the Pittsburgb Dispatch.

The dinner guests ghould be

remember that after Harriman

tributed to the cause of

of his day he was denounced as an un+
ra’

and
con-

mamm

Nothing s known as to how ' many
coffee

cups of ‘the colonel took at the
Gary dinner. nu?«dmm
they consecu ] o




